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LIBRARY // 2.0 PRELIMINARY DESIGN STAGE

The focus of the design effort during the preliminary design stage 
has been on refining the concept design proposal in light of the 
greater understanding of the project team with regard to both 
the expectations and aspirations of the various stakeholders and 
the integration of the wider range of design and engineering 
disciplines. 

This work has been undertaken as a series of parallel strands of 
work, including, but not limited to the following stakeholder 
engagement:

NZRPG

Ongoing consultation with NZRPG and their architects to ensure 
the Library & Town Square design is developed in a manner that 
is compatible with their developing masterplanning and business 
case, and their aspirations for the quality of the town centre as a 
whole. In terms of the library development specifically, most of 
these parameters were agreed upon during the previous stage 
including:

further into the detailed requirements of each of the individual 
spaces. 

Particular areas of discussion with Mirla Edmundson, Jo Brewster 
& Joanne Crummer with regard to the detailed planning of the 
library have included:

- The relocation of childrens area to the ground floor of the 
library. This makes access to the childrens area easier and  
eliminates issues for prams and elevator usage at peak hours.

-  The relocation of the Citizens Advice Bureau to allow for the 
above relocation. This has been done in a manner that keeps 
it in a highly visible location within the Library. Consultation 
was carried out with key members of the CAB to discuss any 
potential issues with this.

- It has been decided that there will be the provision of 
additional office space within the library.  However, instead 
of leasing this to the community  as previously discussed, 
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image representative of the building only - Town Square 
landscaping & shared space not shown for clarity.

-An agreed SO plan, setting out the boundary lines and sizes 
of the Library site and the Town Square itself. 

- The service easement, shown to the rear of the library site, 
to ensure provision of service access to the rear face of the 
library, is still awaiting confirmation on its size and its legal 
status.  As of this point, the design team have assumed that  
building occupants can escape from the building in this zone 
from the Western set of stairs only.

The key issues that are still being discussed between the Auckland 
Council and NZRPG are the desires and requirements for covered 
exterior dining space along the Southern Boundary of the Town 
Square. This is covered in more depth in  Part 1 of this Report. 

 

AUCKLAND COUNCIL - GENERAL

Ongoing consultation with Auckland Council to ensure that 
the project continues to develop in accordance with their 
objectives. In terms of the library building specifically, most of 
these parameters were agreed upon during the previous stage  

including:

-Additional site area proposed to be purchased from NZRPG 
that will be available for library use.

-An agreed Library massing option which distributes the 
originally briefed 3,500m2 library over the increased site 
footprint by adopting a strategy of a two storey volume 
fronting Waru St together with a three storey volume fronting 
the Town Square. 

- Allowance, in agreement with PARKS, for parts of the Library 
to overhang the Town Square space and Waru Street Road 
Reserve.

AUCKLAND COUNCIL -  LIBRARIES AND CITIZENS ADVICE 
BUREAU

Ongoing consultation with the key stakeholders with regards to 
the detailed briefing and functionality of the Library itself. The 
focus of the preliminary design phase has been on refining the 
location and relationships between spaces as well as looking 


